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phets ; they apply morals to public affairs ;
they are impatient and enthusiastic* Their
judgements have highly speculative imp^ca-
tions, which they often make explicit; they
are men with principles, and fond of stating
them. Moreover, they have an intense self-
reliance ; to exercise private judgement is
not only a habit with them but a conscious
duty. Not seldom personal conversions and
mystical experiences throw their ingrained
faith into novel forms, which may be very
bold and radical. They are traditionally
exercised about religion, and adrift on the
subject more than any other people on
earth; and if religion is a dreaming philo-
sophy, and philosophy a waking religion, a
people so wide awake and so religious as the
old Yankees ought certainly to have been
rich hi philosophers.

In fact, philosophy in the good old sense
of curiosity about the nature of things, with
readiness to make the best of them, has
not been absent from the practice of Ameri-
cans or from their humorous moods; their
humour and shrewdness are sly comments on
the shortcomings of some polite convention
that everybody accepts tacitly, yet feels to